Letter to Abe Fortas about National Guard Withdrawal from Puerto Rico, 1948
Lesson type: Worksheet
[image: ]
Letter to Abe Fortas to remove National Guard from Puerto Rico, Center for Puerto Rican Studies, Hunter College, CUNY, CEN_RMR_B18F7_279
Document Description:
Letter to Abe Fortas from Ruth M. Reynolds, Secretary of the American League for Puerto Rico's Independence, demanding withdrawal of troops from San Juan, Puerto Rico, May 22, 1948
Translation:

Transcription:

Historical Context:
Glossary:
Essential Question:
Check for Understanding:
Questions:
Challenge:
Connections:
Resources:
New York State Archives - http://www.archives.nysed.gov		
image1.jpg
Telephone: WAlker 5-2239 T SR,
Box 1 s
Oansl Street Station ————
New York 13, NH. Y.

May 22, U

Mre Abe Fortas

Divielon of Territories -nl Insular Affairs
Department of the In

Washington, De Ce

Dear Mr. Fortas:

We write to demand the hndnu withdrawal of the National Ouard
from San Jusn, where it is now quartered for the purpose of violent suppression
of peaceful demonstrations e students from the University of Puerto Rico,
protast against the viclations of n‘.vn liberties on the part of the Recter,
mine Beni!

We have rnd that the National Ouard is quartered there because Governor
Pinero had received reports that the Hationalists are planning to set fire to
the University, -u.uk La Portaleza, overpower the eapu.ol. and proclaim the
Republic. We consider these reports ulwﬂn- The Nationaliete! record
shows that they are both determined hl?.‘hmllulﬂ“‘u
that they have gons

The quartering of the National Guard in Sen Juan suggests only one
thinge=that the Govermment in which you hold so responsible a post intends
to resurrect the terroristie -M employed during the mid-thirties to
supprees any strong expression of Puerto Rico's will to independence.

Because of your key position in the Government of the United 3tates
in Puerto Rico you will, of course, be personally responsible in the event
of any repetition of the Palm Sunday Wassacre of 1937.

We must urp you to effect the imwediate withdrawal of the National
Guard from San Juan and to ebandon all thought of suppression of Puerto
Rico's commendable determinstion to be free.

cordially yours,

Ruth M« Reynolds
Executive Secretary








