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SPANISY IN THE HIGH SCHOOLS OF WEW YORK

\

Spanish 1s the most popular foreign language, after
French, taught in the Senlor Nigh schools in Grester Yew York.
First introduced into the curriculum around 1900, ®panish has
been chosen by an increasing number of students numbering
38,690 in March I936. . :

The motivation for this increase is twofold ¢ Gul-
t\uﬁl -and economic, putting uiéo the requirements for col=
lege entrance and the desire to master a i’ox-sigq langurage,
the expansion of trade with South America and the consequent
need fro workers who understand Spanish has done more to de-
termine the incresse in the number of Spanish classes and '
students than any other single factor.

This may be clearly seen if we take the figures
for I017 and IOI8, the war years for the United States. In
those years there was a cessation of trade with Germany and
a tremendous incremse in our South American trade, These
‘ facts were reflected in the 13,362 students taking Spanish
in 1917. In that year the total high school population was
66,237, The following year saw 21,771 studenta out of &
total high school population of 65,306 studying Spanish.

Although there has been a steady increase in the









