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I, BACKGROUND #

A. THE PROPOSED COMMUNITY COLLEGE

e

The Board of Higher Education approved in principle the estab-
lishment of the eighth community college of the City University of New
York on January 22, 1968. On receipt of an initial planning document
for the college, the Board gave final approval for its establishment on
Apti\l 22, 1968. (A copy of this initial planning document, "A Proposal
for the Establishment of Community College Number Eight," is Appendix I,)
At this time the Board also appointed a committee of five Board members to
seek a president for the nmew community college and to aid in its develop~
ment. The Board expected the gollege to open in September, 1969, or as

poon as possible after that date.

The proposed features of Community College Number Eight (as the
college will be knowm until it rpceives its pfficial pame) include the

following:

1. It will be an innovativg and experimental tweeyear eollege.

2, It will border pn a southern area of the Bronx, a poverty
area containing the highest concentration of Puerto Ricans
anywhere. (The ethnic distribution of the entire population
in this area is estimated by the Human Resources Administra-
tion to be 51% Puerto Rican, 317 non-white and 18% white.)

8. Tt will offer liberal arts programs to half of its students,
25 well as vocational programs which will focus almost
exclusively on allied health céreers.

4. It will have a flexible admissions policy which will make
the college and its programs accessible to adults who are
currently employed in health-related fields as well as un-
employed adults and recent higl school graduates with poor
performance records.








