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TESTIMONY GIVEN TO THE BOARD OF ESTIMATE AT A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE 1979

" CAPITAL BUDGET, MAY 17, 1979.

Members of the Board of Estimate:

I am here today in an attempt to see that Hostos Community College
receive a measure of justice.

Hostos, the only bi-lingual college in the U.S., east of El Paso, Texas,
offers career training programs in the Health Sciences, Business Administration,
Accounting, Secretarial Studies and Early Childhood Education as well as
provides a liberal arts curriculum which aim to help our students become
gainfully employed andWell rounded members of society.

These objectives have been difficult to fulfill because of severe over—
crowding and inadequate facilities. What most schools take far granted,

Hostos lacks. The college does not have an auditorium, a gymnasium, a cafeteria,
a day care center (although 70% of the students are women and more than half
have children), a well equipped library, spacious laboratory facilities,

and sufficient classroom space. Without these necessities, Hostos is danger

of losing its accredidation from the Middle States Educational Association,
a development which could spell the college's closing.

Spurred by this imminent threat, Hostos has mounted a campaign, using a
variety of tactics, to pressure the powers that be to appropriate the necessary
funds to renovate a 5 story building at 500 Grand Concourse (opposite Hostos'
present site) which the State legislature in 1974 set aside for the college, and
until March 30 stood idle.

In recpgnition that speedy renovation of 500 Grand Concourse would alleviate
the college's space problems, many parties have urged City Hall to include
Hostos in the 1979 Capital Budget. The Board of Higher Education on many

occasions, the latest in its preliminary draft of the City University Master








