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HAITIAN FARMWORKERS
by Kay Embrey, Extension Associate
Cornell Migrant Program

“They're the best workers I've ever had."
“1'11 never hire one of them again,"
hese two comments reflect the different experiences of two employers
dur'lng the 1982 harvest with their Haitian employees. Approximately 500
Haitians picked apples in Wayne County last year and some people predicted
larger numbers this year

Understanding the 1ife, beliefs, and experiences of your Haitian employees
ke their employment a good experience for both of you. Mawtlans have

permanent residents. Since 1980, e numbers of poor Haitians fled to the
U.S. seeking political assylum. This group is entering agricultural work by
joining crews in Florida. The U.S. gnvernn\enc has not yet decided if they
are refugees and has only granted them “entrant" status. They can live and
work here until their status is determined.

The following are generalities I think we can safely make about this
particular group of people

itians are highly motivated, hard working smp]ovees They wi
the

ing and they m‘)rk hard. In our English classes they always ask for more
work and for more classes.

fisitions are ambitious. They have goals for themselves, This has
been delio d by the Courage and perseverance they ave to risk their
lives to curre Dn the dangerous journey to the U.S. Many people dro

or were killed enroute. The De parment of Labor reports that some Haitians
are already becoming contractors and forming work crews.

. Haitians need extra trainin Many Haitians would not have seen an
apple before coming to the U.S. Apples are a delicacy of the rich in Haiti.
Your employees will not be able to dy tinguish between varieties or tell a
good apple from a bruised apple without extra training. They will Tearn
this skill quickly but you must take the time to teach them. A Haitian
could probably sort 15 different varieties of bananas, or sort for "good"
bananas; I could not do it without instruction. Our skills are dependent
on our experiences.

a\l.\.ans are reh mus Over 90% are Catholic. Many Haitians refuse
11 stores, business, and places of work close
'\h‘v& in Voodoo which is a mixture of African

and hestern re'hgmus he'hefs The Hmnan s belief in Voodoo is usually
negatively dramatized by our media, and misconceptions about Voodoo have
smét\mes caused problems with other workers. Voodoo is usually a pns\t‘lve
force in the Haitians' lives and the healing sought from a Voodoo pr1E5

or priestess was often the only source of treatment in a country wl

medical care is available only to the rich.









