Proposed Constitution, State of New York, Resolutions of 1868, African American Voting Rights
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Proposed constitution of the state of New York, resolutions of February 28, 1868, New York State Archives, NYSA_A1806-78_ProposedConstitution1868_02-28
Document Description:
Proposed New York State Constitution, 1867-1868, proposing to eliminate property requirements for African American men to vote.
Translation:

Transcription:
In Convention February 28, 1868<br /> Resolved, That this Constitution be submitted at such time as the Legislature shall provide, to be voted upon in the following manner:<br /> Each elector shall be allowed to vote two ballots, which shall be deposited in separate boxes; one ballot shall be endorsed "Constitution," and contain on the inside when folded, the words, "For the amended Constitution" or "Against the amended Constitution."<br /> One ballot shall be endorsed "Constitution - Property Qualification," to contain on the inside when folded, the words "For the Property Qualification for men of color," or "Against the Property Qualification for men of color," and no vote cast endorsed "Constitution" shall affect the question of Property Qualification for men of color.<br /> If a majority of the votes cast, endorsed "Constitution" shall contain on the inside the words "For the amended Constitution" then the proposed Constitution shall be, the Constitution of the State of New York, except as the same may be modified by the result of the vote on the property qualifications as hereinafter provided. But if a majority of the votes cast so endorsed, shall contain on the inside the words "against the amended Constitution" then the proposed Constitution shall be declared rejected and the present Constitution, except the provision relating to men of color shall remain in full force.<br /> If a majority of the ballots cast endorsed "Constitution - Property Qualification" shall contain on the inside the words "For the property qualifications for men of color," then the words following, viz.: "but no man of color unless he shall have been for three years a citizen of this State, and for one year next preceding any election, shall have been seized and possessed of a freehold estate of the value of two hundred and fifty dollars, over and above all the debts and incumbrances charged thereon, and shall have been actually rated and paid a tax thereon, shall be entitled to vote at such election. And no person of color shall be subject to direct taxation unless he shall be seized and possessed of such real estate as aforesaid," shall remain a part of the Constitution, and if the proposed Constitution shall be adopted, shall be added to the end of the section one of the second article thereof; but if a majority of the votes cast, so endorsed, shall contain the words "Against the property qualification for men of color," then the words above quoted shall be no part of the Constitution.<br /> W. A. Wheeler<br /> President<br /> Luther Coldwell<br /> Secretary
Historical Context:
Glossary:
Essential Question:
Check for Understanding:
Questions:
Challenge:
Connections:
Resources:
New York State Archives - http://www.archives.nysed.gov		
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