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Testimony of Leslie Levi, Jr. before the New York State Assembly's Sub-Committee on Affirmative Action, October 27, 1987. Levi argued that New York's Wicks Law protected the rights and opportunities of minority owned businesses in the state, and should therefore not be repealed. The Wicks Law was passed in 1912 to promote competition and protect workers' rights. The law requires that each part of state construction projects be put out for separate bids from contractors. Contractors can compete to offer the lowest price for each part of the job. This allows many companies to benefit from state construction projects. It also limits the corruption that can happen when one contractor is hired to do the whole job.
Translation:

Transcription:

Historical Context:
Glossary:
Essential Question:
Check for Understanding:
Questions:
Challenge:
Connections:
Resources:
New York State Archives - http://www.archives.nysed.gov		
image1.jpg
Testimony of
LESLIE LEVI, JR.
President, Livel Mechanical & Equipment Corp.
before the
New York State Assembly

Sub-Committee on Affirmative Action
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New York, New York

Ladies and gentlemen, I am Leslie Levi, President of Livel
Mechanical and Equipment Corporation in Brooklyn. I speak from
forty years' experience in the construction business, and the
experience of having been a contractor on a number of jobs for

the City of New York and the State of New York.

There is plenty of evidence to support the contention that
the Wicks Law protects the public's money by requiring separate
sealed, competitive bids for specific jobs. What I want to
discuss with you is the impact that the Wicks Law has had--and

continues to have--on minority businesses, and what we stand to

lose if it is repealed.

We all agree that there are problems with public
construction delays, cost overruns, unfinished jobs and inferior
As a professional, I am happy to hear that this

installations.
But many people across the

problem is finally being addressed.
street in City Hall and upstate in Albany are trying to put the

blame for these problems on the Wicks Law.








