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May 1, 1918.

ve just came back from & tour of duty in the first lime yrenches

and -ujoyué th- experience immensely. We were withdrawn before our ten days
Were up, in order to move into amother sector and we are now resting before take
ing up our mew positions. The men lived up to my highest expectations and by

arless conduct under heavy fire, showed that they had the willingness and
ability to fight. My company lines were close to the German limes and in some
places not more than fifty yards. The troops under my command Were CO=Operate
ing with an equal number of French troops, and were quartered with them. The
condition and morale of my men were excellent and all wanted to remain in the
first 1ire trenches when the time for relief came. The food which was supplied
and cooked by the French for our men was good and there Was plenty of it. My
men have never had better or more regular meels. The French captain with
whom I Was quartered, received & memu of the mess daily and ordered change
he deemed necessary. The morale and spirit of the French soldier is wonderful
and to a gnn degree due to their being supplied with regular and well prepered

mess, The treastment of the men in the tnm’:ﬁz‘tg’ Fronch officers is one
of comradeship and h-ienily supervision, espec: non-gommiseloned officerss
The trenches are well constructed and kept in a gooa state of repair.

The organization of the French system of defense is based on the prin-
cipal of increasing strength in depth. The first lines are lightly held and are

merely outposts of surveilance. My platoons in the first lines wWere statiomed
An combat groups and ury -trongly protected on all sides
re entanglements and by ammsmite (barbed wire) doors closing off both ends of

t.ha trench. One t my platoons was stationed in each combat group and at night
were completely cut offs They had orders to resist to the last and with the

enormous amount of ) entang nts which -mplouly encircled these srall
strongholds, it woulc costly the enemy ti pts/to capture any one of them.
Practically all the tsxg 15 done at night d¥ in the early morning, My men

are contented, enjoy and show aptitude for night work, especially recommoitring,
and are delighted with the cordial treatment of both the French officers and sol-
diers.

I have just sent Governor Whitman a Gemuan helmet taken in a raid in
which my men go-operated with the Frenmch. fThe owner of the heluet was killed in
action, but I regret to say that three Frenchmen were killed nd three wounded,
including a lieutenant, on the way back, by the German barrage The storm of

shells sounded e: W i of the shells was
similar to the ha é-'l?'%é :nfn:i H%'ﬁu he 51088 0; ship.. The Gemman

barrage was pretty hot' ]wd acourate, while it lasted, and covered all owr posi-
tions in e thick white cloud of powder emok®. One soon gets accustomed to the
sound of the Gifferent shells and can easily recognize the departures from the
arrivels, snd the 75 from the 155. Of course, everyore sleeps in their clothes
and do Tot takm their shoes off for their towr in the tremches. There ave in-
mnhlo rats ani of all sizes, \mﬂe.t up everything in smelling distance. They

rough the un'a pockets and musette bags, climb over them at night and are

gmrnly & pes!
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