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This work is a product of the States’ Impact on Federal Education Policy Project (SIFEPP), a national 
initiative led by the New York State Archives and funded by The New York Community Trust – Wallace 
Foundation Special Projects Fund. On the project’s website (www.sifepp.nysed.gov), you will find this 
bibliography, a list of key federal education policymakers, a historical overview essay, a chronology, 
and other background materials, as well as access to archival materials nationwide related to 
education policy. 
 
The publications listed here are a starting point: they introduce new researchers to various facets of 
federal education policy, with emphasis on the role of states, and to some of its principal authors and 
publications.  

 
The publications are organized under six topics: General Works; State Advocacy on Federal Education 
Policy; Economically Disadvantaged Students-Title I; Standards, Assessments and Accountability; 
Students with Disabilities; and Bilingual Education.  
 
* Items with an asterisk represent together a basic introduction to each topic.  
 

 
General Works 

 
Included in this section are works on the history of education in general, school reform, methodology, 
the federal role in education, and intergovernmental structure and policy. 
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Berman, Paul, and Milbrey McLaughlin. "Federal Support for Improved Educational Practice." in The 
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Birman, B., and Alan L. Ginsburg. "The Federal Role in Elementary and Secondary Education: New 
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Brademas, John, and Lynne P. Brown. The Politics of Education: Conflict and Consensus on Capitol Hill. 
Norman, OK: Oklahoma University Press, 1987.  Notes: Julian J. Rothbaum Distinguished 
Lecture Series.  

Center on Education Policy. A Brief History of the Federal Role in Education: Why It Began and Why 
It's Still Needed. Washington, DC: Center on Education Policy, 1999.  

Chadima, Steven. Elementary, Secondary and Vocational Education: An Examination of Alternate 
Federal Roles. Washington, DC: United States Congressional Budget Office, 1977.  

Congressional Conference Committee Reports. Available in the Congressional Record and on the 
Library of Congress Thomas (104th Congress forward) website.  

*Congressional Quarterly Service. Education for a Nation. 2nd ed. Washington, DC: Congressional 
Quarterly Service, 1972.  

*———. Federal Role in Education. 2nd ed. Washington, DC: Congressional Quarterly Service, 1967.  
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*Congressional Research Service. Congressional Research Service Reports. Washington, DC: Library of 
Congress. 

*Cross, Christopher T. Political Education: National Policy Comes of Age. New York: Teachers College 
Press, 2004.  

Elmore, Richard F., and Milbrey Wallin McLaughlin. Steady Work: Policy, Practice, and the Reform of 
American Education. Santa Monica, CA: The Rand Corporation, 1988.  

Federal Interagency Committee on Education (FICE). Toward a Comprehensive Federal Education 
Policy. Washington, DC: Federal Interagency Committee on Education, Department of Health, 
Education and Welfare, 1977-1978.  

*Gaither, Milton. American Educational History Revisited: A Critique of Progress. New York: Teachers 
College Press, 2003.  

Gordon, David T., ed. A Nation Reformed? American Education 20 Years After A Nation At Risk. 
Cambridge, MA: Harvard Education Press, 2003.  

———. "The Transformation of Federal Education Policy." in Exploring the Johnson Years. ed. Robert A. 
Devine. Austin, TX: University of Texas Press, 1981.  

*Graham, Hugh Davis. The Uncertain Triumph: Federal Education Policy in the Kennedy and Johnson 
Years. Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press, 1984.  

Green, Edith. Federal Government and Education: A Report on the Study of Education Programs in 
Which the Federal Government Is Involved. Washington, DC: House of Representatives, 1963.  

Halperin, Samuel. Essays on Federal Education Policy. Washington, DC: Institute for Educational 
Leadership, George Washington University, 1975.  

*Halperin, Samuel, and George R. Kaplan, eds. Federalism at the Crossroads: Improving Educational 
Policymaking. Washington, DC: Institute for Educational Leadership, George Washington 
University, 1976.  

Jennings, Jack, ed. The Future of the Federal Role in Elementary and Secondary Education. 
Washington, DC: Center on Education Policy, 2001.  Notes: a conference volume, including 
papers by Carl Kaestle and Margaret Goertz. 

*Jennings, Jack, ed. National Issues in Education: The Past Is Prologue. Bloomington, IN: Phi Delta 
Kappa International, 1993.  
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Davidson, and M. Keller. New York: Simon & Schuster, 1995.  

*Kaestle, Carl F., and Marshall S. Smith. "The Federal Role in Elementary and Secondary Education, 
1940-1980." Harvard Educational Review 52, no. 4 (1982): 384-408.  

Keppel, Francis. "Perspectives on the Federal Role in Education." Alumni Bulletin, HGSE 32, no. 3 
(1988): 1-15.  

Kirst, Michael W. Politics of Education at the Local, State, and Federal Levels. Berkeley, CA: 
McCutchan Pub. Corp., 1970.  

Levin, Betsy. The Courts As Educational Policymakers and Their Impact on Federal Programs: 
Prepared for the Department of Health, Education and Welfare. Santa Monica, CA: Rand 
Corporation, 1977.  
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Munger, Frank, and Richard Fenno. National Politics and Federal Aid to Education. Syracuse, NY: 
Syracuse University Press, 1962.  

Nelson, Adam. The Elusive Ideal: Equal Educational Opportunity and the Federal Role in Boston's 
Public Schools, 1950-1985. Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press, 2005.  

*Quattlebaum, Charles A. Federal Aid to Elementary and Secondary Education: An Analytic Study of 
the Issue, Its Background and Relevant Legislative Proposals, With a Compilation of 
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1948]. Chicago, IL: Public Administrative Service, 1948.  
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*Ravitch, Diane. The Troubled Crusade: American Education 1945-1980. New York: Basic Books, 
1983.  
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School Reform. Baltimore, MD: John Hopkins University Press, 1995.  

*Scheiber, Harry N. "Federalism and the States." in Encyclopedia of the United States in the Twentieth 
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York: Longman, 1989.  

Sundquist, James L. Politics and Policy: The Eisenhower, Kennedy, and Johnson Years. Washington, 
DC: The Brookings Institution, 1968.  

Tiedt, Sidney W. Role of the Federal Government in Education. New York: Oxford University Press, 
1966.  

*Wirt, Frederick M., and Michael W. Kirst. The Political Dynamics of American Education. 3rd ed. 
Richmond, CA: McCutchan Pub. Corp., 2005. 

 

State Advocacy on Federal Education Policy 
 
* Items with an asterisk represent together a basic introduction to each topic.  
 
Bailey, Stephen. The Office of Education and the Education Act of 1965. New York: Bibbs Merrill 

Company, 1966.  

*Bailey, Stephen Kemp. Education Interest Groups in the Nation's Capital. Washington, DC: American 
Council on Education, 1975.  

*Campbell, Rould F., Gerald E. Sroufe, and D. H. Layton, eds. Strengthening State Departments of 
Education. Chicago, IL: University of Chicago, 1967.  

Clark, David L., and Terry Astuto. "The Significance and Permanence of Changes in Federal Education 
Policy." Educational Researcher 15 (1986): 4-13.  
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Conlan, Timothy J. Intergovernmentalizing the Classroom: Federal Involvement in Elementary and 
Secondary Education. Washington, DC: Advisory Commission on Intergovernmental Relations, 
1981.  

*DeBray, Elizabeth. Politics, Ideology, and Congress: The Formation of Federal Education Policy 
During the Clinton and Bush Administrations. New York: Teachers College Press, in press. 

Firestone, William A., Susan H. Fuhrman, and Michael W. Kirst. Progress of Reform: An Appraisal of 
State Education Initiatives. Washington, DC: Center for Policy Research in Education, U.S. 
Department of Education, Office of Research and Improvement, Educational Resources 
Information Center, 1989.  

Goertz, Margaret E., Robert E. Floden, and Jennifer O'Day. Studies of Education Reform. Systemic 
Reform. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Education, Office of Educational Research and 
Improvement, Office of Reform Assistance and Dissemination, 1995-1996.  

Herrington, Carolyn, and Francis Fowler. "Rethinking the State and Federal Role in Educational 
Governance." in American Educational Governance on Trial: Change and Challenges, 102nd 
Yearbook of the National Society for the Study of Education. eds. William Lowe Boyd, and 
Debra Miretzky. Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press, 2003.  

Kantor, Harvey. "Education, Social Reform, and the State: ESEA and Federal Education Policy in the 
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Kimbrough, Jackie, and Paul Hill. The Aggregate Effects of Federal Education Programs. Santa Monica, 
CA: Rand Corporation, 1981.  

Kirst, Michael W. Evaluating State Education Reforms: A Special Legislative Report. Denver, CO: 
National Conference of State Legislatures, 1987.  

———. "Recent Research on Intergovernmental Relations in Education Policy." Educational Researcher 
24 (1995): 18-22.  

*Kirst, Michael W., Gail Meister, and Stephen R. Rowley. Policy Issue Networks: Their Influence on 
State Policymaking. Stanford, CA: Stanford University, 1984.  

Knapp, Michael, and others. "Cumulative Effects at the Local Level." Education and Urban Society 15, 
no. 4 (1983): 479-499.  

Lusi, Susan Follett. The Role of State Departments of Education in Complex School Reform. New York: 
Teachers College Press, Columbia University, 1997.  

Massell, Diane, Michael W. Kirst, and Margaret Hoppe. Persistence and Change: Standards-Based 
Reform in Nine States. Washington, DC: U.S. Dept. of Education, Office of Educational 
Research and Improvement, Educational Resources Information Center, 1997.  

*McDonnell, Lorraine M., and Milbrey W. McLaughlin. Educational Policy and the Role of the States. 
Santa Monica, CA: Rand Corporation, 1982.  Notes: Prepared for the National Institute of 
Education, R-2755-NIE.  

McLaughlin, Milbrey. "States and the New Federalism." Harvard Educational Review 52 (1982): 564-
583.  

Milstein, Mike M. Impact and Response: Federal Aid and State Education Agencies. New York: 
Teachers College Press, 1976.  
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Murphy, Jerome T. Grease the Squeaky Wheel: A Report on the Implementation of Title V of the 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, Grants to Strengthen State Departments of 
Education. Cambridge, MA: Center for Educational Policy Research, Harvard Graduate School 
of Education, 1973.  

National Education Association. Federal-State Relations in Education. Washington, DC: Educational 
Policies Commission, NEA of the US and the American Association of School Administrators 
and Problems and Policies Committee, American Council on Education, 1945.  

Orland, Martin, and R. J. Goettel. "States and Implementation of Federal Categorical Programs in 
Education." Educational Evaluation and Policy Analysis 2 (1982): 141-154.  

Peterson, Paul E., and Barry G. Rabe. "The Role of Interest Groups in the Formation of Educational 
Policy: Past Practice and Future Trends." Teachers College Record (1983): 708-729.  

Pressman, Jeffrey L., and Aaron Wildavsky. Implementation: How Great Expectations in Washington 
Are Dashed in Oakland. Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 1973.  

*Timar, Thomas B. "The Institutional Role of State Education Departments: A Historical Perspective." 
American Journal of Education 105 (1997): 231-260.  

 
Economically Disadvantaged Students-Title I 

 
* Items with an asterisk represent together a basic introduction to each topic.  
 
*Bailey, Stephen K., and Edith K. Mosher. ESEA: The Office of Education Administers a Law. Syracuse, 

NY: Syracuse University Press, 1968.  

*Coleman, James S., and others. Equality of Educational Opportunity. Washington, DC: U.S. 
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, Office of Education, U.S. Government Printing 
Office, 1966.  

*Cooper, Bruce S. and Denis P. Doyle, eds. Federal Aid to the Disadvantaged: What Future for 
Chapter 1? London: Falmer Press, 1988.  

*DeBray, Elizabeth H., Kathryn A. McDermott, and Priscilla Wohlstetter, eds. “Federalism 
Reconsidered: The Case of the No Child Left Behind Act.” Peabody Journal of Education 80, no. 
2 (2005): 1-188.  Notes: a special issue of Peabody Journal of Education. 

Farkas, George L., and L. Shane Hall. "Can Title I Attain Its Goal?" Brookings Papers on Education 
Policy. ed. Diane Ravitch. Washington, DC: Brookings Institution, 2000.  

*Halperin, Samuel. "ESEA Comes of Age: Some Historical Reflections." Educational Leadership 36, no. 
5 (1979): 349-353.  

Harrington, Michael. The Other America: Poverty in the United States. New York: MacMillan, 1962.  

Howard University, and Institute for the Study of Educational Policy. Equal Educational Opportunity: 
More Promise Than Progress. Washington, DC: Howard University Press, 1977.  

Howe, Kenneth Ross. Understanding Equal Educational Opportunity: Social Justice, Democracy, and 
Schooling. New York: Teachers College Press, 1997.  
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Jeffrey, Julie Roy. Education for Children of the Poor: A Study of the Origins and Implementation of 
the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965. Columbus, OH: Ohio State University 
Press, 1978.  

*Jennings, John F., ed. National Issues in Education: Elementary and Secondary Education Act. 
Bloomington, IN.: Phi Delta Kappa International, 1995.  
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Methodological and Administrative Issues. Walter Williams. Chatham, NJ: Chatham House, 
1982.  

Kuntz, Kathryn R. "A Lost Legacy: Head Start's Origins in Community Action." in Critical Perspectives 
on Project Head Start: Revisioning the Hope and Challenge. eds. Jeanne Ellsworth, and Lynda 
J. Ames. Albany, NY: University of New York Press, 1998.  

LeTendre, Mary Jean. "The Continuing Evolution of a Federal Role in Compensatory Education." 
Educational Evaluation and Policy Analysis 13 (1991): 328-334; 397-415.  

Levin, Henry M. "A Decade of Policy Developments in Improving Education and Training for Low-
Income Populations." in A Decade of Federal Antipoverty Programs: Achievements, Failures, 
and Lessons. ed. Robert H. Haveman. New York: Academic Press, 1977.  

*Levin, Henry M. The Educationally Disadvantaged: A National Crisis. Stanford, CA: Institute for 
Education Finance and Governance, Stanford University, 1985.  

Levin, Henry M., and Mun C. Tsang. Federal Grants and National Educational Policy. Stanford, CA: 
Institute for Research on Educational Finance and Governance, 1982.  

*McLaughlin, Milbrey Wallin. Evaluation and Reform: The Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 
1965, Title I. Cambridge, MA: Ballinger Pub. Co., 1975.  

———. "Implementation of ESEA Title I: A Problem of Compliance." Teachers College Record 77 
(1976): 397-415. 

Miech, Edward. "The Necessary Gentleman: Francis Keppel's Leadership in Getting Education's Act 
Together." Master’s thesis, Harvard University, Graduate School of Education, 2000. 

*Mosteller, Frederick, and Moynihan, Daniel P., eds. On Equality of Educational Opportunity. 1st ed. 
New York: Random House, 1972.  

Murphy, Jerome T. "Title I of ESEA: The Politics of Implementing Federal Educational Reform." 
Harvard Educational Review 41 (1971): 35-63.  

Natriello, Gary, Edward L. McDill, and Aaron M. Pallas. Schooling Disadvantaged Children: Racing 
Against Catastrophe. New York: Teachers College Press, 1990.  

Rotberg, Iris, and James Harvey. Federal Policy Options for Improving Education of Low-Income 
Students. Santa Monica, CA: Rand Corporation, 1993.  

Timar, Thomas. "Federal Education Policy and Practice: Building Organizational Capacity Through 
Chapter 1." Educational Evaluation and Policy Analysis 16, no. 1 (1994): 51-66.  
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United States, National Advisory Council on the Education of Disadvantaged Children. Annual Report to 
the President and the Congress. Washington, DC: United States National Advisory Council on 
the Education of Disadvantaged Children. Notes: Annual reports available for many years.  

*Vinovskis, Maris A. "Do Federal Compensatory Education Programs Really Work? A Brief Historical 
Analysis of Title I and Head Start." American Journal of Education 107, no. 3 (1999): 187-209.  

———. The Birth of Head Start: Preschool Education Policies in the Kennedy and Johnson 
Administrations. Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press, 2005. 

*Washington Research Project and NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund. Title I of ESEA: Is It 
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Standards, Assessments and Accountability  

 
* Items with an asterisk represent together a basic introduction to each topic.  
 
Adams, Jacob E. and Michael W. Kirst “New Demands and Concepts for Educational Accountability: 

Striving for Results in an Era of Excellence.” eds. Joseph Murphy, and Karen Seashore Lewis. 
Handbook of Research on Educational Administration. 2nd ed. San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass, 
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*Atkin, J. Myron, and Ernest R. House. "The Federal Role in Curriculum Development, 1950-1980." 
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and High Stakes Testing. New York: RoutledgeFalmer, 2003.  

*Cronbach, Lee J. Toward Reform of Program Evaluation. San Francisco, CA: Jossey Bass and Co., 
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York: Teachers College Press, 2005.  
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*Goertz, Margaret E., Mark C. Duffy, and Kerstin Carlson Le Floch. Assessment and Accountability 
Systems in the 50 States, 1999-2000. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Education, Office 
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Goslin, David. The Search for Ability: Standardized Testing in Social Perspective. New York: Russell 
Sage Foundation, 1963.  
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Educational Review 48, no. 4 (1978): 462-484.  
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*Jaeger, Richard M. and Carol K. Tittle, eds. Minimum Competency Achievement Testing: Motives, 
Models, Measures, and Consequences. Berkeley, CA: McCutchan Publishing Corp., 1980.  

*Jennings, John F. Why National Standards and Tests?: Politics and the Quest for Better Schools. 
Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications, 1998.  Notes: ebook, available online.  

Jones, M. Gail. The Unintended Consequences of High-Stakes Testing. Lanham, MD: Rowman & 
Littlefield, 2003.  

Kincheloe, Joe L., and Danny Weil, eds. Standards and Schooling in the United States: An 
Encyclopedia. Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO, 2001.  Notes: 3 volumes.  

Kirst, Michael W. Accountability: Implications for State and Local Policymakers. Washington, DC: 
Information Services, Office of Educational Research and Improvement, U.S. Department of 
Education, 1990.  
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Meier, Deborah, and George Wood, eds. Many Children Left Behind: How the No Child Left Behind Act 
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*Messick, Samuel, Albert E. Beaton, Frederic Lord. National Assessment of Educational Progress 
Reconsidered: A New Design for a New Era. Princeton, NJ: National Assessment of Educational 
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8 



*National Council on Education Standards and Testing. Raising Standards for American Education: A 
Report to Congress, the Secretary of Education, the National Education Goals Panel, and the 
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Stotsky, Sandra, ed. What's at Stake in the K-12 Standards Wars: A Primer for Educational Policy 
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*———. Educative Assessment: Designing Assessments to Inform and Improve Student Performances. 
1st ed. San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass, 1998.  
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Citron, Christiane H. The Rights of Handicapped Students. Denver, CO: Policy Analysis and Research, 
Education Commission of the States, 1982.  

Cremins, James J. Legal and Political Issues in Special Education. Springfield, IL: C.C. Thomas, 1983.  
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